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Canada-U.S. relations during 
the Cold War 

 Military partnership: alliance & illusion?

 Strategic alliances (UN,NATO, NORAD, etc)

 Trade & Economic relationship 

 People-to-people (migration, draft dodgers, etc)

 Ideological/cultural orientation *** 

 Fear & paranoia: the nuclear bomb & the “red menace”

 Psychological mobilization (propaganda) 

 Intelligence evolution & espionage 

 Sovereignty vs security 



OUR TASK TODAY *EXAM

 To what extent does culture 
matter in the Cold War?

 Discuss the relationship 
between perception, paranoia 
and propaganda in Canada’s 
Cold War



Cold War in Canada 

 1940s-1990s: the WESTERN CAMP

 An integral component of the “Free World”

 Dominance of the Cold War in Canadian way of 
life & the lives of ordinary Canadians

 Communist party of Canada & the CSFS  *EXAM

 Balance between internal vs external policy

 Proximity to the US (geographically, politically, 
economically, culturally…)

 Challenge: carefully balancing our relationship 
with the United States 



Recap: Culture & Cold War



RECAP: A battle of “hearts and 
minds”

“What we have to do 
is to convince not 
only their minds 
but their hearts...”

- Raymond A. Hare, Acting 
Assistant Secretary of State 
for Near Eastern, South Asian 
and African Affairs (U.S.) 1950 

Louis Armstrong playing jazz 
music, Giza pyramids, Egypt 
1961 



Cold War & Culture in North 
America

 Music, movies, books, television and other 
media, ie sports, social beliefs and behavior. 

 NB: the threat of a nuclear war & espionage. 

 Many works use the Cold War as a backdrop, 
or directly take part in fictional conflict 
between the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. 

 The period 1953–62: Cold War themes first 
entered the mainstream culture as a public 
preoccupation.



“Are you a communist or a 
citizen?”







“Freedom Scroll”

 “In the belief that freedom is the most 
precious of human rights, I gladly sign my 
name to this Freedom Scroll as evidence of 
my participation as a free citizen In the 
Crusade for Freedom, supporting the 
National Committee for a Free Europe and its 
striking arm, Radio Free Europe. In so doing, 
I join hands with millions of other Americans 
in bringing truth and hope to the courageous 
freedom-hungry people behind the Iron 
Curtain”





“Duck and Cover” (1951) 



The Communist Party of Canada

 Founded in 1921 at a secret meeting held in a barn 
in Guelph, Ont by 3 representatives from the 
Communist International and 21 Canadians. 

 Established the Workers' Party in Feb 1922.

 The names of the participants remained secret 
until 1924 when the Workers' Party was abolished 
and the Communist Party became the speaker for 
the Communist International in Canada.

 From the Party's inception, the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police(RCMP), acting under Section 98 
of the Criminal Code, harassed the Party, broke up 
its meetings, raided its offices, confiscated its 
literature and in 1931 arrested its main leaders.



The Communist Party of Canada

 Party program on the teachings 
of Vladimir Lenin as adopted at 
the first meeting of the 
Communist International in 
Moscow in 1919. 

 Lenin elaborated upon 
the Communist Manifesto, 
written by Karl Marx and 
Frederick Engels in 1848, by 
adding 21 revolutionary points 
that differed from any other 
socialist doctrine.



The Communist Party of Canada

 Many members of the Communist Party 
became leaders in the trade unions and 
organizers of new unions, especially among 
industrial and unskilled workers. 

 1930s: the communists in Canada and in the 
United States were successful in organizing a 
number of industries under the new Congress 
of Industrial Unions (CIO). Also instrumental 
in organizing the On to Ottawa Trek and the 
Canadian Youth congress.

http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/article/on-to-ottawa-trek/


Section 98: “Unlawful associations”



“Canadian Soviet Friendship 
Society” *EXAM
 Dyson Carter (1949-1960)
 Admirer of the Soviet Union, produced pro-Soviet 

literature (newspapers & magazines) 
 Organized photo/film exhibits & tours to Moscow 
 Central message: “Telling the TRUTH about the 

Soviet Union”
 Cross-Canada speaking engagements organized 

by the CSFS, arguing that the prevalent Western 
view of the Soviet Union as sinister and backward 
was false. 

 Language of the progress and enlightenment



Canadian Soviet Friendship Society: 
Mission statement (1952)

 "develop friendship between the peoples of Canada 
and the peoples of the Soviet Union," which would be 
realized by bringing to the Canadian peoples, in every 
possible way: 

a) Information about all aspects of life in the Soviet 
Union today; 

b) The truth that the Soviet peoples and their 
Government want peace and friendship with all 
countries; 

c) Facts concerning the great advantage Canada can 
gain by economic, cultural and scientific exchange 
and co-operation between our country and the 
Soviet Union













Communist Party of Canada 



RCMP on the CSFS
 “it is clear that, as a communist front 

organization, the CSFS fulfilled two functions in 
Canada. First as a clearing house for invitations 
for visits to the Soviet Union, and for the 
distribution of films, books, and propaganda 
literature produced in the USSR …Probably the 
CSFS had some limited success also in "bringing 
to the fringe of communism groups of people 
across the Dominion.. .who may, in turn, become 
sympathetic to communist ideology.”



Soviet Propaganda...



The Cold War & Cinema 
 Dr. Strangelove, or How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb (American: black 

comedy about nuclear war)

 The Front (American: blacklisted movie makers in Hollywood)

 Missiles of October (American docu-drama about the Cuban Missile Crisis)

 No Way Out (American: intrigue and romance in the Pentagon)

 On the Beach (American: the world after nuclear war)

 The Manchurian Candidate (American: communist plots in the US)

 Day of the Jackal (American: terrorists in France)

 Eleni (American: the Greek civil war)

 Funeral in Berlin (British: spies and defectors)

 The Ipcress File (British: “prequel” to the Funeral in Berlin)

 The Jigsaw Man (British: Soviet spies in England)

 The Nasty Girl (German: problems dealing with Nazi past in Germany)

 The Spy Who Came In From the Cold (British: Cold War intrigue)

 The Third Man (British: thriller in occupied Austria at war’s end)

 Bhowani Junction (American: Indian nationalism and British at war’s end)

 The Bridges at Toko-Ri (American: The Korean War)

 Missing (American: search for a US journalist in South America)

 State of Siege (French: guerrillas in Uruguay)

 The Little Drummer Girl (American: Israelis dealing with the PLO)



“Fail Safe” (1964) 



Dr.Strangelove or: How I Learned to 

Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb (1964) 



“I spy” TV series (NBC-1965)





Wendy’s: Soviet Fashion Show



Apple’s “1984” commercial 



Bob Dylan:Masters of War (1963)


